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were landed in any part of the realm, on purpose
to suppress the whole religion/5
From now on it was war between Knox and the
queen. The single mass, Knox felt, had shown
her to be an enemy who should be crushed
without mercy, while Mary, for her part, was
incensed against the man who ventured to
preach against her in her own capital. She had
heard much of Knox; she knew him as the
author of the notorious First Blast and as the
harshest critic of her mother. In Paris she had
declared that she would punish the ranter, and
though she had been warned that Knox was a
force in Scotland, and that she would be well
advised to proceed warily, Mary had light-
heartedly swept the warning aside. Once in
Edinburgh, however, she received a disagreeable
shock. She had been told that Knox was a
power, but not until she was on the spot did she
realise how great was his influence on the people,
and how important was his leadership among the
Protestants. Probably on the advice of Lord
James Stewart, Mary determined to adopt a dif-
ferent policy. Within two weeks of her arrival
she invited Knox to pay her a visit, and the two
met in the first of those famous dialectical contests.